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CONFIDENTIAL. 
(6426.) Gil. Stl 


Correspondence respecting the Slave Trade: 1892. 


No. 1. 
Mr. Portal to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received January 23, 1892.) 


(No. 312.) 
My Lord, Zanzibar, December 31, 1891. 
I HAVE the honour to forward herewith copy of the Decree in the Slave Trade 
Cause No. 11 of 1891. 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) G. H. PORTAL. 


Inclosure in No. 1. 


In the Court of Her Britannic Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General, Zanzibar, 
Admiralty Jurisdiction. 


Cause No. 11 of 1891. 


Decree. 


Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against a native vesscl named “ Fieda,” sailing under 
Zanzibar colours and papers, whereof Sudi is owner, and Mahindi master, her 
tackle, apparel, and furniture, also against three male and one female slaves, 
seized as liable to forfeiture by John P. Pipon, Esq., a Captain in the Royal 
Navy, in command of Her Majesty’s ship “ Magicienne.” Before W. B. Crack- 
nall, Esq., Judge of Her Majesty’s Consular Court at Zanzibar, on the 21st day 
of November, 1891. 


APPEARED personally Lieutenant Francis Alan Richard Bowles, R.N., of 
Her Majesty’s ship “ Magicienne,” and produced his sworn declaration, setting out 
the circumstances under which the native vessel named “Fieda,” sailing under 
Zanzibar colours and papers, whereof Sudi is owner, and Mahindi master, of the 
description and dimensions specified in the annexed certificate of admeasurement 
taken by the captors, was seized by him, together with three male and one female 
slaves, off Melindee, on the 8th day of November, 1891. I, the said Judge, having 
heard the evidence and examined the witnesses produced on both sides, having 
found sufficient proof that the said vessel, at the time of her capture, was engaged in 
iilegal transport of the said three male and one female slaves, in contravention of 
Treaties existing between Great Britain and Zanzibar, do adjudge the said vessel 
and four slaves to have been lawfully seized, and to be forfeited to our Sovereign 
Lady the Queen, and do condemn the same accordingly. And I do further order 
the said ea to be broken up, and sold in separate parts by public auction. 
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In testimony whereof I have signed the present Decree, and have caused my 
seal of office to be affixed thereto this 21st day of November, 1891. 
(L.8.) (Signed) W. B. CRACKNALL, Judge, 
Her Majesty’s Consular Court. 


Affidavit. 


Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against a dhow or native vessel named “ Ficda,” 
sailing under Zanzibar colours, and having papers in Arabic, the master being 
Mahindi, and the owner Sudi, her tackle, apparel, and furniture, and also 
against three male and one female slaves owned by Chiebo-bin-Umari, seized 
by Francis Alan Richard Bowles, of Her Britannic Majesty’s ship “ Magi- 
cienne. 


Appeared personally Francis Alan Richard Bowles, holding the rank of 
Licutenant in Her Britannic Majesty’s navy, and belonging to Her Britannic 
Majesty’s ship “ Magicienne,” and made oath that on the 8th day of November, 
1891, about 8°30 p.m., saw a dhow passing the ship standing to seaward, and after 
chasing her for about 3 miles, and firing several shots near her, hailed her to lower 
her sail, and went on board, and was informed by Interpreter Dahomy that four of 
the passengers were slaves proceeding to join their master at Lamu; on this infor- 
mation he took possession of the dhow, and brought her alongside Her Majesty’s 
ship “ Magicienne ;” the slaves were taken on board the “ Magicienne,” and further 
questioned by the interpreters Dahomy and Ali Sly, on which evidence Captain 
Pipon ordered her to be detained, they saying they wished to be released. 

(Signed) FRANCIS A. R. BOWLES, Lieutenant, R N., 
Her Majesty’s ship ‘ Magicienne.” 


On the 21st day of November, 1891, the said Licutenant Francis A. R. Bowles, 
R.N., was sworn to the truth of this affidavit. 
Before me, 
(Signed) W. B. Cracxnatt, Judge, 
Her Majesty's Consular Court, Zanzibar. 


Certificate of Admeasurement. 


We, the undersigned officers of Her Majesty’s ship “ Magicienne,” do hereby 
certify that we have carefully admeasured, in the manner prescribed by Rule 2 of 
the 22nd section of “The Merchant Shipping Act, 1854,’ the dhow or native vessel 
called “ Fieda,” detained by Her Majesty’s ship “ Magicienne” on the 8th day of 
November, 1891, on the ground that she was engaged in the Slave Trade. 





Feet. 
1. Length on upper deck from outside of plank at stem to outside of plank at 
stern post oe oe oe +. o o- oe 50 
2. Main breadth to outside of plank “s os .. a we =«15 
3. Girth of vessel under the keel at main breadth, from the upper deck on one 
side of the vessel to the upper deck on the other oe ee es «33 
4. Depth of hold os oe ee a oe .s . 9 
Tonnage. 
No. of Tous. 
1, Tonnage under tonnage deck ., oe ee “e se es 48°96 
2. Closed-in spaces above the tonnage deck, if any, naming them poop or round- 
house, &e. oe +. ee ee oe on . Nil. 
Total No, of tons .. a ee oe “ «. 48°96 
Signed this 9th day of November, 1891. 
(Signed) P. W. MAY, Lieutenant. 


R. LEUCHARS, Skilled Chief Carpenter’s Mate. 


Approved by me this — day of November, 1891. 
(Signed) J. P. Preon, 
Commanding H.M.S. “* Magicienne.” 
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Certificate as io Destruction. 


I, the undersigned Alexander W. Chisholm-Batten, holding the rank of Com- 
mander in Her Britannic Majesty’s navy, and belonging to Her Majesty’s ship 
“Mariner,” do hereby certify that on the 28th day of November, 1891, I directed 
the dhow or native vessel called the “ Fieda,” detained on the 8th day of November, 
189], on the ground that she was engaged in the Slave Trade, to be destroyed, as 
the said dhow was condemned at the Prize Court, Zanzibar, and ordered to be 
broken up. 

The said dhow has therefore been destroyed in compliance with those orders. 

Given under my hand this 28th day of November, 1891, at Mombasa. 

(Signed) A. W. CHISHOLM-BATTEN, Commander, 
Her Majesty's ship “ Mariner.” 


Receipt for Slaves. 


Received from Captain John P. Pipon, R.N., commanding Her Majesty’s 
ship “ Magicienne,” three male and one female slaves, taken by the boats of that 
vessel, and condemned in this Court in Cause No. 11 of 1891. 

(Signed) W. B. CRACKNALL, Judge, 
Her Majesty’s Consular Court. 





No. 2. 


Mr. Portal to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received January 23.) 
(No. 1.) 
My Lord, Zanzibar, January 1, 1892. 
I HAVE the honour to forward the inclosed Quarterly Return of the disposal 
of freed slaves taken by our ships of war, and condemned as forfeited in this 


Court. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. H. PORTAL. 


Inclosure in No. 2. 


Return of Slaves captured and forfeited to Her Majesty during the quarter ended 
December 31, 1891. 


How disposed of—- 


Date of Discharge. Number of Decree. Remarks. 
French Mission, 
Zanzibar. 


In Town. 


October 3, 1891 ..| No. 9 of 1891 
November 2, 1891 -+| No. 10 of 1891 
December 21, 1891 --| No. 11 of 1891 


Total .. os 











(Signed) C. &. SMITH, for Her Majesty’s Diplomatic 
Agent and Consul-General. 
Zanzibar, January 1, 1892. 
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No. 3. 


Mr. Portal to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received January 23.) 

(No. 2.) 
My ae, Zanzibar, January 1, 1892. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose, for transmission to the Lords Commissioners of 
Her Majesty’s Treasury, a list of all cases that have been adjudged in the Court of 
Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Zanzibar, Admiralty Jurisdiction, during the half- 
year ended the 31st December, 1891. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) G. H. PORTAL. 


[s1] 







No. 
on Court Nene eat ‘ Hotere Name of capturing Ship. Name of Commanding Officer. of Siares ak ene 


Inclosure in No. 3. 


Return of Prizes in respect of which proceedings have been taken before Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General, Zanzibar (Admiralty 
Jurisdiction), during the half-year ending the 3lst December, 1891. 










































Number 

























Date of 
Adjudication. 






















£2 d. 
710 6 







































Remarks, 








5 Unknown .. ++| H.M.S. “Conquest”? .,/ Captain W. H. Henderson, R.N. .. Jone 18, 1891 | Aug. 5, 3891 | Restitution .. = 
6 Fathel Kheir »»| Ditto.. os «| Ditto .. « oo oe 4 July 9% Restitution of dhow and 

l slave; and condemna- 

tion of 3 slaves 
7 H.M.S. Commander F. H. Henderson, R.N. Sept. 17, Restitution  .. 
8 Ditto.. Ditto .. . oo « » 2%, os Condemnation 
9 Ditto.. Ditto .. “ Oct. 3, 45 Ditto,, 
10 Ditto.. Ditto .. on - on 1 os 26, » Ditto.. 
ln H.M.S. “ Magicienne'’ a Captain J. P. Pipon, R.N. .. as 4 Nov. 8, ,, Ditto .. 

(Signed) ©. 8. SMITH, for Her Majesty’s Diplomatic Agent and Consul-General. 


Zanzibar, January 1, 1892. 
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No. 4. 
‘ Admiralty to Foreign Office.—(Received February 9.) 


Sir, Admiralty, February 5, 1892. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to send you 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a 
letter from the Captain of Her Majesty’s ship ‘‘ Conquest,” dated the 31st December 
last, relative to the Slave Trade in the Aden Division. 

Iam, &e. 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 





Inclosure in No. 4. 
Captain Henderson to Rear-Admiral Robinson. 


Sir, * Conquest,” at Aden, December 31, 1891. 

SINCE the 21st September, when I took charge, no information or reliable 
reports have reached me regarding the Slave Trade on this division, and I have reason 
to suppose that, except as a smuggling business in small numbers, it has ceased to 
exist. 
2. Her Majesty’s Political officers inform me that within the British sphere of 
influence no Traffic whatever takes place, but they have suspicions that it does within 
the French and Italian spheres; on the other hand, M. la Garde, the Governor of 
Obokh, assures me that he has succeeded in putting a stop to all caravans entering 
any port of the French sphere, that any that come to the coast pass north of it 
through the Italian sphere, and Lieutenant and Commander A. Gillow, of the: gun- 
vessel “ I’Etoile,” told me he was constantly cruizing and on the look-out, and he was 
quite certain no running took place from any part of the Gulf of Tajourra. 

3. The Italian sphere, which is thus made the scapegoat, is on the Mediterranean 
Station, but notwithstanding all the inquiries I have made I have been quite unable 
to obtain any definite and reliable information concerning it, and consider it is the 
Italians’ business to look after the matter. 

4. Notwithstanding these assurances, from one or two incidents I strongly 
suspect that dhows coming from the East Coast of Africa to the Arabian coast ports 
within the Gulf of Aden smuggle up slaves as part of their crews and dispose of them 
on arrival, and I find that French papers are issued freely and easily to Arabian 
dhows by the French Consul at Aden, whereas the difficulty of obtaining British 
papers is a bar to their use ; captains of dhows are well aware of the immunity which 
cover of the French flag affords them. 

My opinion is that the only place that a ship and boats can be of any preventative 
use on this division is off Ras Hafun, before the south-west monsoon sets in strong, 
from about the middle of April to the middle of June, and again from the latter part 
of September to the beginning of November, as it does off and on before the north- 
east monsoon sets in, these being the periods for the northerly voyages of dhows. 

have, &c. 
(Signed) W. H. HENDERSON, 
Captain and Senior Naval Officer, Aden Division. 








No. 5. 
Consul Wood to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received February 15.) 


(No.1. Africa.) 
My Lo Jeddah, January 28, 1892. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Sir T. V. Lister’s despatch 
No. 1, Africa, dated the 12th instant, forwarding the copy of a despatch from Her 
Majesty’s Embassy at Constantinople regarding the capture of a cargo of slaves on the 
Arabian coast by the Turkish authorities of the Yemen, and inquiring whether news of 
this capture reached this Consulate. 

In reply, I beg to state that when the Arabs of the Yemen revolted against 
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Turkish rule last year the port of Midi was used by them for obtaining supplies, as 
there was no Custom-house or Coast-guard of any sort at that place. 

On this becoming known to the authorities a man-of-war was stationed there to 
watch the coast near that port, and just at that time a boat laden with slaves having 
arrived it was captured, and its captain shot, as stated in the notice of the Sublime 
Porte. 

Dr. Abdur Razzack says that he had been informed of the facts by Vice-Consul 
Ata Mohammed in a private letter, but as he considered the matter as a mere 
coincidence and not any actual effort of the authorities for suppressing the Traffic, he 
had not reported it to your Lordship at the time. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) CECIL G. WOOD. 





No. 6. 
Consul Wood to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received February 15.) 


(No. 2. Africa.) 
My Lord, Jeddah, January 28, 1892. 

" I ILAVE the honour to forward herewith a copy of a despatch which I have 
received from Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Hodeidah, reporting the capture of a boat 
laden with forty-five slaves by the Turkish authorities at that place. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) CECIL G. WOOD. 


Inclosure in No. 6. 
Vice-Consul Ahmed to Acting Consul Razzack. 


Sir, Hodeidah, January 6, 1892. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that on the 8rd January, 1892, forty-five 
slaves, amongst whom there are eight eunuchs, thirteen males and twenty-four females, 
were brought here, and have since been lodged in the house of one Syad Abdullah 
Zoari, Headman of a part of Hodeidah.. 

Abdul Khair, captain of “Mukha,” a boat belonging to the Custom-house, 
Hodeidah, with three soldiers and three men of the Turkish navy, captured the boat 
which was carrying the above-mentioned slaves, and whose captain’s name is Mustapha 
bin Abdullah of Jeddah. 

These slaves are said to be inhabitants of Dunkheli Tujurra, a country in Africa. 

I have been told that the authorities here have written to the authorities at 
Constantinople and at Senna for instructions with regard to these slaves. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) TAMIZUDDIN AHMED. 





No. 7. ato 


The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Fane. 
(No. 3. Africa.) 
ir, Foreign Office, February 18, 1892. 

I HAVE received from Mr. Alvarez a copy of his despatch No. 1, Africa, of the 
4th ultimo to Sir W. White, reporting on the extent to which the Slave Trade is carried 
on within his Consular district at Bengazi, and the apathy of the local authorities in 
regard to it. 

I have to request that you will bring the facts therein reported to the notice of 
the Porte, and urge that steps should be taken to remedy the evils exposed by 
Mr, Alvarez. 


; I am, &e. 
(Signed) SALISBURY. 





~ 8 
No. 8. 


The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Fane. 
(No. 4. Africa.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 4, 1892. 

I HAVE had under my consideration your despatch No. 3 of the 15th ultimo, 
inclosing copy of a despatch addressed to the late Sir William White by Mr. Consul 
Alvarez, in which he reports the arrival of slave caravans at Bengazi, and draws atten- 
tion to the apathy displayed by the local authorities anc. the connivance of the police. 

In view of the detailed nature of the evidence adduced by Mr. Alvarez, I should 
wish you to bring the facts to the notice of the Porte, pointing out that the information 
is so specific that it can hardly be met by a mere denial on the part of the local 
authorities. You should add that, under the provisions of Article LXX XI of the Brussels 
Act, it would be incumbent upon Her Majesty's Government to forward to the Central 
Office at Brussels information which may reach them in regard to the existence of Slave 
Trade in Tripoli, but that they trust that, by the time the Act comes into operation, 
energetic measures will have been taken to investigate complaints and remedy the evil 
which will relieve them of this responsibility, and which would be communicated by the 
Porte itself to the Brussels Office, in compliance with the requirements of the LX XIIIrd 
Article of the Act. 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) SALISBURY. 





No. 9. 
Consul Wood to the Marquis of Salisbury—(Received March 11.) 


(No. 3. Africa.) 
My Lord, Jeddah, February 19, 1892. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith the copy of a despatch received from He: 
Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Hodeidah, reporting the arrival of two boats at Jah, near 
Hodeidah, with fresh cargoes of slaves, and the distribution of the captured slaves, 
reported in my despatch No. 2, Africa, among the officials. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) CECIL G. WOOD. 





Inclosure in No. 9. 
Vice-Consul Ahmed to Consul Wood. 


Sir, Hodeidah, January 31, 1892. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that I have received intimation that, some time 
ago, two boats containing fifty and seventy slaves respectively arrived at Jah. The boat 
which carried fifty slaves, after landing them there, has gone away, but the other boat is 
still at that place. 

I have the honour also to inform you, in continuation of my letter, dated the 6th 
instant, that, although no reply has yet come from Constantinople, very recently 
the authorities here have distributed the slaves among themselves, pending the arrival of 
orders from Constantinople, in the following manner :— 


Kadi se us te 6 Rais Tajjarat oC 3 
Mustafa Effendi, Vakil, Mahasubji 3 Mohammed Amin, Binbashi_ .. m5 1 
Syad Ahmed Suraki .. oe 2 Suleiman Effendi, Mostantic  .. we 2 
Jamil Effendi, Katib .. se 1 Syad Abdullah Zoari.. ‘ é 3 
Nasir Hanish, servant of Rouf Bey 1 Telegraph man es . 1 
Ahmed Khateri ee ar 1 Commandant (man-of-war) .. 3 1 
Ahmed Effendi (military) oe *e 1 Alibay we os es es 1 
Ahmed Effendi, Mudir, Takrirat oe 2 Nazir Custom-house .. ee as 2 
Mohammed Hussein (military)... * 1 Fer music .. ee 2 
Haki Effendi on oo es 1 Taksin Effenci = we se 2 
Ahmed Pasha, Commander .. os 4 Sayad Bahawuddin .. a ee 1 
Belal Aga .. - oo we 1 Rouf Bey, Mooddiamoom oe ee 1 
Mustafa Effendi oe oe ee 1 Remaining (female) .. a) ee 1 


T have, &c. 
(Signed) TAMIZUDDIN AHMED. 


Se 
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No. 10. 
Admiralty to Foreign Office.—(Received March 14.) 


Sir, Admiralty, March 11, 1892. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to forward here- 
with, for the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, the inclosed copy 
of a letter, dated the 8th ultimo, from the Commanding Officer of Her Majesty’s ship 
Pic eal reporting the reception on board of a fugitive slave and his ultimate 

posal. 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 





Inclosure in No, 10. 
Commander Dyke to Commodore Henderson. 


Sir, “ Sphinz,” at Kurrachee, February 8, 1892. 
IN accordance with paragraph 104, p. 27, of Instructions for Commanding Officers 
of Her Majesty’s ships employed in the suppression of the Slave Trade, I have the 
honour to report that a fugitive slave gave himself up on board this ship at Merbat on 
the morning of the 29th ultimo. He states he is a native of Madagascar, was landed 
there (Merbat) about three months ago, and was kept as a slave by his master, who both 
starved and ill-treated him. His master did not come off to claim him, or make any 
attempt to, so I brought him away with me, and sent him to Her Majesty’s ship 
“ Brisk ”’ for conveyance to Bushire, to be handed over to Colonel Talbot, the Political 
Resident there. He was recognized by an Arab who was on board as the property of a 
man called Nosas, a not very difficult matter, as he had only one eye. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY H. DYKE. 





No. 11. 


The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir Clare Ford. 
(No. 6. Africa.) 
ir, Foreign Office, March 17, 1892. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 4 of the 4th instant, requesting Mr. Fane to 
urge the Porte to adopt energetic measures in regard to the Slave Trade, I have to 
request your Excellency to communicate to the Turkish Government the Report of the 
Slst January from Vice-Consul Tamizuddin Ahmed as to the landing of cargoes of 
slaves at Jah, which has, I understand, been forwarded to you by Her Majesty's Consul 
at Jeddah. 

Your Excellency should call attention to the precise details of the facts contained in 
the Report, and point out the necessity for the issue of stringent instructions to the 
local authorities. 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) SALISBURY. 





No. 12. 
Admiralty to Foreign Office.—(Received March 26.) 


Sir, — Admiralty, March 24, 1892, 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to forward 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, the inclosed 
copies of letters from Her Majesty's ships “Blanche” and “Mohawk,” dated the 
26th and 15th December respectively, reporting the reception on board of fugitive 
slaves, together with the Commander-in-chief’s remarks thereon. ; 


: Tam, &. 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 


[155] D 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 12. 
Commander Bayley to Admiralty. 
Sir, ** Mohawk,” at Pemba, December 15, 1891. 
I HAVE the honour to report that on the 3rd instant I received a fugitive slave on 
board, under the following circumstances :— 

On the Ist instant the slave in question sought protection on board the “Olga” 
eruizing launch at Makingwi Island, stating that he had been cruelly treated by his 
master, who had burnt him severely with some hot-iron implement. As his appearance 
bore out his statement, Lieutenant Lumsden brought him to the ship, where I gave 
orders for his reception. I append the medical officer’s Report on the injuries which the 
slave had received, which were very severe. He has, however, done well under proper 
medical care and treatment. 

I have informed the Wali of the facts, and he has promised to find out the slave’s 
master, and inquire into the case. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) «© EDW. H. BAYLEY. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 12. 
Mr. Hunter to Commander Bayley. 


. * Mohawk,” at Pemba, December 15, 1891. 

I HAVE the honour to report that on the 3rd instant I examined the slave Juma 
according to your orders. I found him suffering from an extensive burn, implicating the 
fundus of scrotum, the lower parts of testes, and also perincum and right nates close to 
anus. ‘the wounds were such as might have been inflicted by heated metal applied to 
the parts violently and for some time. 

IT have, &e. 
(Signed) JOHN HUNTER, M.B., 
Staff Surgeon. 





Inclosure 3 in No, 12. 
Vice-Admiral Nicholson to Admiralty. 


“* Penelope,” in Simon’s Bay. 
I AM directing the Senior Naval Officer at Zanzibar to point out to Her Majesty’s 
Agent the desirability of insisting on the punishment of this offender, about which 
there sheuld be no great difficulty. 


(Signed) H. F. NICHOLSON. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 12. 

Commander Lindley to Captain Pipon. 

Sir, “ Blanche,” at Pemba, December 26, 1891. 
IN accordance with Articles 102, 103, and 104 of the Slave Trade Instructions, 
1882, I have the honour to report as follows :— 
2. On the morning of the 25th instant, whilst at anchor off Chaki Chaki, a negro 
came off and asked for protection. He stated that about two months ago, when he was 
in Zanzibar, that an Arab induced him, by promises of being well paid, clothed, and fed, 
to accompany him as his servant to Pemba. On arriving there he was sold to another 
Arab, who treated him badly, and on seeing a man-of-war at anchor he took the oppor- 
tunity of escaping. He states that his name is Mageugar, and that he is a native of 

Schomar, and registered as a free man at the English Consulate, Zanzibar. 
I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. RB. LINDLEY. 

LEE 
‘ i 
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No, 13. 
Admiralty to Foreign Office—(Reéceived April 13.) 


Sir, Admiralty, April 11, 1892. 

WITH reference to Admiralty letter of the 7th ultimo, relative to the boat 
blockade of the Island of Pemba for the suppression cf the Slave Trade, I am 
commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit herewith, for 
the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, the inclosed copy of a 
communication, dated the 9th ultimo, from the Commander-in-chief, Cape of Good 
Hope, with inclosure, reporting on the Slave Trade on the East Coast of Africa. 

am, &c. 


T 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 13. 
Vice- Admiral Nicholson to Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Raleigh,” in Simon’s Bay, March 9, 1892. 

I HAVE the honour to request that you will be good enough to lay before the 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty the following yearly Report on the Slave Trade 
on this station, with inclosure from the Senior Naval Officer on the Zanzibar Division on 
the same subject :— 


Report. 


The only part of the Cape of Good Hope Station on which slavery of any sort is 
known to exist is between the mainland of the German and English Imperial Companies 
and the Islands of Zanzibar and Pemba. Occasionally it is supposed that advantage is 
taken of the south-west monsoon in April, May, September, and first half of October, 
to run a cargo across to the coast of Arabia, but it is not absclutely known that this is 
ever done. 

The slaves brought to the islands are smuggled across in small dhows in such small 
numbers as threes and fours, and often landed on the quays and sandbanks off Zanzibar, 
from whence they wade across at low water, are passed to the north end of that island, 
and ferried across to Pemba. 

As the English and German authority on the mainland becomes mere felt, and 
the English Protectorate over the Sultan’s dominions more consolidated, no doubt the 
importation of slaves (owing to an improved internal police) will become more and more 
difficult, and the necessity for maintaining a sea blockade, which, with the present 
numerically weak ships’ companies, is a very difficult matter, will gradually disappear. 

As regards the stationary boats on Pemba, I have already brought the consideration 
of their maintenance to the notice of their Lordships in my letter of the 11th January 
last, and I would take this opportunity of asking for a decision, as the question of their 
repair is becoming daily more pressing. 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) H. NICHOLSON. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 18. 


Slave Trade Journal for half-year ended December 31, 1891. 





July 1891. 


“ RACOON ” arrived on the 30th June. , 

At the beginning of the month, except the “ Raleigh ” temporarily, the “ Conquest ” 
and “ Racoon ” were the only ships on the division; the blockade of Pemba was main- 
tained by a steam-pinnace, steam-cntter of “ Conquest” and “ Thistle,” all manned by 
the “ Conquest,” the “ Olga ” being stationed at Kokotoni Bay. | 
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The ‘‘ Racoon,” being newly commissioned, was by the Commander-in-chief’s order 
given a month at Pemba to shake down before undertaking any boat cruizing work; she 
left Zanzibar on the 16th towing steam-pinnace No. 16 back to her station after a 
refit. 

“ Pigeon” returned from Beira on the 4th, “ Raleigh” left the division on the 9th. 
From the 12th to the 19th July the “ Conquest’s” second cutter was cruizing between 
Ras Buzu and Peete Inlet; she was relieved by “ Pigeon’s” cutter, afterwards 
supplemented by a gig, which boats were again relieved by the “Conquest’s” cutter on 
the 14th, and pinnace on the 19th August. 

According to the reports of the officers stationed on the south-west part of Zanzibar 
Island, slaves are being constantly smuggled across from the mainland opposite. A 
watch too at the same time has been kept over dhows approaching the anchorage at 
Zanzibar, and three slaves been taken out of an English dhow, who were being conveyed 
from Bagamoyo on the 9th instant ; the slaves were liberated, but seeing no evidence of 
guilty knowledge on the part of the master or owner, the dhow was restituted. 

On the 21st “Conquest ” proceeded to Pemba, relieving her boats’ crews, thence to 
Mombasa, where she remained till the 11th August, thence proceeded to Pemba, and 
again relieving boats’ crews, and returning to Zanzibar, whence she conveyed Her 
Majesty’s Diplomatic Agent and Consul-General to Dar-es-Salaam, returning on the 
15th. On the 16th, 17th, and 18th she was off M’bwakuni reef for quarterly practices. 

On the 14th August “ Pigeon ” proceeded to Pemba to take charge of the blockade, 
relieving the “ Racoon,” which ship proceeded on a cruize to Wasin, Mombasa, Kilifi, 
Melinda, Lamu, and Kismayu, with orders to make inquiries and gain as much informa- 
tion as possible in regard to the Slave Trade. 

The dhow detained by Lieutenant A. T. Hunt on the 18th June was restituted, 
with justification for detention, by order of the Vicc-Admiralty Prize Court, dated the 
5th August. 

The officers in charge of boats at the south-west end of Zanzibar report that the 
local guards, promised to be stationed at several points on this coast, are not to be found ; 
I have reported this to Her Majesty's Diplomatic Agent. 

**Conquest’s”’ boats were withdrawn from south-west end of Zanzibar on the 30th 
August, and were replaced by two boats from “ Racoon ” about the 4th September. 

“ Conquest ” proceeded to Mombasa on the Ist September, calling at Pemba en 
route; on the 3rd orders were received directing her to proceed to Aden, and the 
“Pigeon” to Bombay. The blockade at Pemba temporarily came to an end on the 9th 
instant. ‘ 

(Signed) W. H. HENDERSON, Captain, R.N., 
Her Majesty's Ship “ Conquest.” 
Zanzibar, September 10, 1891. 


September 1891. 


Since the departure of Her Majesty’s ship “Conquest” on the 12th September, 
and the arrival of Her Majesty’s ship “Mariner” on the Ist October, the boats have 
been continually on the move, cruizing to the southward and northward as ordered. 

A dhow named “Newt,’”’ owned and sailed by Hassim, was taken empty by 
Lieutenant Hill, but the evidence was not sufficient for condemnation. 

Another was brought down from Nokotoni Bay, with doubtful passengers ; she was 
also released. 

On Sunday, the 27th September, the steam-cutter chased, at dusk, a small dhow 
near Nyamji reef, the crew escaping ; three raw slaves were found; this capture was 
condemned ; also a small craft on the 1st October was taken off Ras Nungwe, with seven 
slaves, making for Pemba. 

It would appear as if there was a great deal of smuggling going on in small dhows 
and canoes ; the monsoon has slackened, making their passage easy, and, the clove season 
being on, there is a great demand for labour, as much as 5 dollars being paid for passage 
of a slave to Pemba, ordinary first class rate being 1 rupee. One of the crew arrested 
in the trip from the mainland was to receive 20 rupees if successful, showing, I take it, 
the demand and the risk as considered by the owners and crew. 

(Signed) F. H. HENDERSON, Commander, 


Her Majesty’s Ship ‘ Racoon.” 
October 2, 1891. 
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November 1891. 


‘* Mariner” relieved “Racoon” of Pemba blockade, the latter ship arriving at 
Zanzibar on the 1st November, bringing in one small dhow, which was condemned by 
Court for bringing a slave across from Pemba. 

On the 5th November “ Magicienne” boarded the British steamer “ Hindoo” in 
Zanzibar Harbour, having been informed that the Soudanese troops on board had a lot of 
slaves with them; the “ Hindoo” was, however, chartered by the German Government, 
and a German officer was on board, upon whose assurance that there were no slaves 
I withdrew. 

On the evening of the 8th, off Melinda, boarded dhow and detained her, she 
having four slaves on board bound for Lamu to join their master; took dhow to 
Mombasa, and left her in charge of the Administrator, took the slaves into Court at 
Zanzibar, and dhow was condemned. 

** Mohawk ” relieved “ Mariner” as depdt ship at Pemba on 15th; tie latter had a 
boat to the south-west of Zanzibar. 

“ Magicienne”’ sent two boats to Kokotoni with a view to stop any dhows with 
slaves leaving that harbour. 

Any number of dhows have been boarded at Pemba and about Zanzibar during the 
month, result nil. The very inefficient blockade may be a deterrent, but I can see no 
reason for dhows not running to east coast of Pemba. Interpreters at the stations are, 
in my opinion, valueless. 


December 1891. 


“Mohawk” depdt ship at Pemba, until relieved by “Bianche” on the 18th; no 
slaves; lots of dhows boarded; both ships manned a steam-boat, the “Olga” cutter 
and gig; the other steam-boat’s boiler is all to pieces. The blockade is getting more 
and more inefficient ; the ‘“‘ Magicienne” and one Commander’s command being avail- 
able ; ‘ Magicienne ” under orders for Bermuda and getting all ready. However, I 
fancy very few raw slaves are being landed at Pemba now; some may be at Zanzibar, 
but where ? 

(Signed) J. P. PIPON, Captain, 
Her Majesty's Ship “ Magicienne.” 
December 31, 1891. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 18. 
’ Memorandum. 


THE following remarks, left by my predecessor, Captain W. H. Henderson, of Her 
Majesty’s ship “‘ Conquest,” may be useful. 


Remarks. 


With over eighteen months on this division, the following remarks give my 
experiences and opinions regarding the Slave Trade by sea. 

The gradual consolidation of the British and German authority in their respective 
spheres, and the system of permits for dhows instituted by the Germans, has done much, 
if it has not »lmost altogether stopped the Slave Trade by sea in a wholesale way by 
large dhows specially equipped for the purpose, and converted it inte a smuggling trade 
carried on by smaller craft and in smaller numbers; the enforcement of a strict blockade 
at Pemba has also very much assisted the steps taken on the coast, and has very much 
reduced, if it has not almost stopped, the entry of slaves into that island. There is no 
evidence procurable to show that any large cargoes have been landed there since June 
1890. Such slaves as have entered have been principally pasred over from Zanzibar, 
and the strict watch has stopped the smuggling which went on in the regular trading 
dhows under the name of “ domestic slaves,” and forced it, as I have before stated, into 
channels of its own, which are consequently more easily dealt with. 

Until within the last month or two there has been no attempt to blockade the 
Island of Zanzibar, and consequently smuggling has been going on without check. The 
evidence on all sides points to this fact, that slaves are constantly smuggled across from 
villages on the German sphere along their coast, when they have, and as yet it is 
impossible a them to have any control in these respects. Slaves so smuggled are 
(155 E 
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passed across to Pemba when opportunity offers, and some undoubtedly were sent to 
Arabia at the beginning of the south-west monsoon. 

It is quite a mistake to suppose that all the Slave Trade goes to Pemba; my belief 
is that quite as mary, if not more, slaves are required for gencral purposes in Zanzibar 
as Pemba. It has been my object to work with the local authorities, and the substitu- 
tion of an interpreter on shore for a boat when unable to provide one, under the sanction 
of the Sultan and the Walis, has had a good effect in Pemba; in Zanzibar I have tried 
to get local guards stationed in certain districts. This has been done at Kokotoni, but 
not in the southern villages, as promised. In my opinion, nothing could have been more 
unwise than the promulgation of the Anti-Slavery Decree of the Sultan of the 1st August, 
1890; it came at a most inopportune moment, disturbed the whole coast; clause 3 
began at the wrong end, and has been, so far as the Sultan is concerned, a dead letter, 
he having neither the power nor will to enforce it. The two or three cases in which 
only the Decree has been enforced have been brought to light by the naval authorities. 
The Arabs have for some time recognized that the Slave Trade must soon cease; with a 
little care their co-operation for its suppression by sea might even be obtained. What 
they ask is that the property they now hold in slaves may be secured to them for this 
generation. 

Laws providing for the freedom of all children born in the future, and for the 
suppression of the importation of slaves, they will agree to, and they can be enforced ; 
but the clause which forbids the internal exchange or sale of property secured by the 
same Decree (clause 2) will remain a dead letter until slavery is practically extinct, and 
has already been modified by a Decree issued in October 1890. 

Although I cons‘der the sum of naval efforts in these waters has done very little to 
arrest the Slave Trade, | ielieve that with the inauguration of a new system at Zanzibar, 
and the carrying into operation of the Brussels Act, we should in no wise relax our 
efforts, and that our co-operation for a few years longé: will materially assist to practi- 
cally stamp it out by sea. That by land will only be done by gradually bringing Central 
Africa under the administration of the Powers in their several territories. For this 
purpose two ships are required, one to be stationed at Zanzibar, the other at Pemba, to 
use all their resources in men and boats for cruizing and manning the permanent boats, 
which consist of two steam-pinnaces, the “Olga” (a sailing-launch), and the “ Thistle ” 
(a whaler). 

Whatever the force available, it should be directed between the two islands; it is 
of no use blockading one without the other, but Pemba from its distance from the 
central authorities requires rather the larger force. Probably the best distribution for 
the boats at Pemba is a steam-pinnace on Nos. 1 and 3 Stations, the “Thistle” on 
No. 8, ships’ boats on Nos. 9, 7, and 2, with a spare boat, if any, on No. 8, whalers or 
gigs being the only boats of any use there. Interpreters on Nos. 4, 5, 6, and 7 Stations 
when no boat is there, No. 6 being visited by the boat from No. 7 occasionally. At 
Zanzibar the “ Olga” should be permanently stationed at Kokotoni Bay, cruizing as far 
as Mongo Pass, to overhaul all the dhows bound to Pemba, which always call there 
en route; it is about the only station for which she is well adapted. Three should be 
placed between Ras Buyei and Ras Kizimkazi, and a stcam-boat should every now and 
then overhaul dhows making for Zanzibar, both from the northward and southward. 
The enforcement of the provisions of the Brussels Act, together with the establishment 
of a punitive force, and payment of a reward about 10s. per head for every slave brought 
in that had been landed, together with the blockade by the boats, will very soon stamp 
out the importation of slaves into Zanzibar and Pemba, and enable the boats in time to 
be withdrawn. 

I am strongly of opinion, and I know the same is held by Lieutenant L. W. 
Mathews, R.N., C.M.G., that the offering of a small reward to the local guards, or to 
any one who will bring in freshly-landed slaves, will have great effect; 5001. for this 
purpose annually will do much more than the ships or their boats. It must be borne in 
mind that the service, so far as the ships are concerned, will be increasingly distasteful ; 
there is likely to be little reward in the shape of prize-money ; the work will be strictly 
preventative and munotonous. At Pemba, particularly, friendship should be maintained 
with the leading Arabs, such as Mahomet-bin-Juma and Ali-bin-Abdullah, of Kingage, 
and the true motives of our efforts for the suppression of the Slave Trade explained 
to them. 

With regard to the Trade by sea from the ports of the German and British spheres 
to the Somali Coast and Arabia, I have been able to obtain but little definite information. 
It goes on to a certain extent, but only at the commencement and end o: the south-west 
monsoon, that being the only time of the year that dhows can get to the northward. 
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April and May, and from about the 1st September to the 8th October, is the time that 
they leave this coast. The sign the Arabs use in the former months for ceasing to run 
is when the Pleiades are no longer seen above the western horizon. I consider that a 
ship stationed between Lamu and Kismayu, or at the latter place, should with her boats 
be able to intercept a great part of this Traffic during these months, and would be more 
effectual than vessels operating on the Arabian coast. 

In conclusion, [ do not think the circumstances warrant any increase of expenditure 
for the suppression of the Slave Trade, or the provision of any special boats or vessels, 
but the services of two ships are required during the whole year, and a third at the 
commencement and end of the south-west monsoon. 

(Signed) W. H. HENDERSON, Captain, R.N., 
Her Majesty’s Ship “ Conquest.” 
Zanzibar, September 10, 1891. 
Forwarded. 

(Signed) J. P. Prron, Captain, 

Her Majesty’s Ship “ Magicienne.” 
Zanzibar, January 1, 1892, 





No. 14. 


Consul Alvarez to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received August 29.) 


(No. 9. Africa.) 
My Lord, Bengazi, August 15, 1892. 

I HAVE the honour to report that on the 8th August, towards evening, Khadija, 
aged 22, a negress, born in Rungha, took refuge in this Consulate, and informed me that 
her master, Hajy Salym Schetwan, a native of Bengazi, had intended to sell her, as well 
as Mereisila, a native of Baghermy, whom he had caught in the act of running away to 
this Consulate, and had bound and shut up in his house, preparatory to selling her. 

After making a note of her statement, | applied to the Governor in the usual way 
for Khadija’s manumission next day, and in a separate note referred to the case of 
Mereisila, asking for her liberation and emancipation, an inquiry into the affair, and the 
prevention of the sale, or, if it had taken place, the punishment of the guilty parties. 

On the 11th instant Hajy Reschid Pasha, Governor of Bengazi, left for Derna, 
after having referred the matter, as I was told, to the Public Prosecutor. 

On the 13th Mereisila informed the Consulate that she was still imprisoned. I at 
once sent to the Cadi, Khalil Fehmy Effendi, the Acting Governor, to inquire what had 
been done. The Acting Governor had no cognizance of the affair, and on further 
inquiries being made it turned out that neither the Public Prosecutor, nor the Judge of 
Instruction, nor the police had done anything. 

I again sent to the Acting Governor a message asking that immediate action should 
be taken, and the next day saw the Governor’s Dragoman, and impressed upon him the 
importance of the case being attended to without loss of time. Finally, as it was evident 
that nothing would be done, and that an attempt was being made to gain time in order 
that the girl might be sold, 1 informed the Acting Governor that I should hold the 
local authorities responsible for Mereisila’s remaining in slavery and for the non- 
execution of the law. Thereupon the police sent to ask that Khadija might point out 
the place where Mereisila was confined. While I was confident that no negress would 
now be found, yet, that the authorities might not complain of want of assistance on my 
part, I sent the girl with my cavass. She went straight to the place where Mereisila had 
been shut up, but, of course, no one was found. 

The collusion between the Public Prosecutor, the Judge of Instruction, and the 
police is to my mind self-evident. I cannot say that I am surprised by it, ially on 
the part of the last-named. Their conduct as regards the repression of the Slave Trade 
can hardly be too strongly characterized, and their past, according to the reports of m 


predecessors, is most deplorable. Reschid Pasha’s supineness has not a little contributed 
to this result. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) JUSTIN ALVAREZ. 
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